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1[1 . (SBU)  Poloff  met  with  the  Czech  MFA  Director  of  the  Middle 
East  and  Africa  Department  Josef  Rychtar  on  February  9 to 
discuss  the  announcement  that  Fatah  and  Hamas  have  agreed  to 
form  a new  Palestinian  government.  Rychtar  agreed  the 
announcement  seems  to  be  a positive  step,  but  noted  press 
reports  did  not  state  whether  the  new  government  will  accept 
the  Quartet  Principles.  He  said  the  Czech  Republic  will  not 
recognize  any  Palestinian  government  that  does  not  expressly 
accept  the  Quartet  Principles. 

12.  (C)  Comment.  Rychtar  had  a meeting  with  the  Palestinian 
Ambassador  Mohamed  Salaymeh  scheduled  after  the  meeting  with 
Poloff.  Poloff  met  the  Ambassador  in  the  lobby  and  asked  what 
he  thought  of  the  news.  The  Ambassador  expressed  hopefulness, 
and  seemed  to  believe  the  new  government  would  recognize 
Israel.  End  comment. 
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